Half day orientation walk in Florence (3-4 hours)
Florence is delightfully walkable. Your goal in this walk is to get your bearings. You will return
to many of these locations. On your return walks, you will have the pleasure of realizing, “Oh,
we’ve been here before.”
Starting at the Duomo you will walk to Piazza della Signoria, seat of government during the
Renaissance. On the way you will pass a great chocolate shop, called Migone. It will be on the
right. If I were you, I would return to Migone for panforte and/or panpepato, two delicious
Tuscan fruity, chocolatey sweets. Look in the window. Make a point of coming back. Also on
this street, Via de Calzaiuoli (look at all those vowels! cal zigh-ooh- O-lee), is a cross street that
will take you to a great wine bar, Cantinetta dei Verrazzano. If you want to taste a few Tuscan
wines, that’s where to go. It’s not cheap. You only live once.

From Piazza della Signoria you will walk to one of Florence’s important churches, Santa Croce. Lots of
important Florentines buried there (Michelangelo, Galileo, Machiavelli). If you were to return, rather
than going in the church (you pay to get in), I would recommend the chapel on the right side. You pay to
get in. The Pazzi Chapel has important roundels by Luca della Robbia (distinctive for the color blue—
you will see). In this piazza there’s also a pretty good wine bar called Boccadama.

Leaving Santa Croce you walk toward the river, the Arno. The last street before the river is Corso dei
Tintori. That’s where you will eat dinner this night, at Trattoria dei Fagioli. From the bridge Ponte
alle Grazie you can see the Ponte Vecchio (“old bridge”), Florence’s most famous bridge, which Hitler
chose not to destroy. Another day you will cross Ponte alle Grazie to walk up a hill. Not today. Go back
to the walkway along the river and proceed to the Ponte Vecchio. As you get close there is a colonnade
on the left sidewalk, one of my favorite places in this otherwise crowded, touristy place. But you must
see the Ponte Vecchio, and linger on it, and take pictures of the river. The first time I crossed this bridge,
I didn’t even know I was on a bridge. You’ll see what I mean.

After crossing the Ponte Vecchio go forward to the Pitti Palace (PEET-tee). Amazing space. A huge
expanse of steps on a gentle grade. Stop and sun yourselves, take in some afternoon in Italy. The
entrance to the Boboli Gardens is here, at the top of the steps. If you had more time…
And then to Piazza Santo Spirito, a piazza with trees! You might take this opportunity to duck inside
the church, so you can see a great Renaissance church (1487). This might also be a good time to stop for
a glass of wine at one of the bars in the piazza.
On the map I point you out of the piazza in the direction of Borgo San Iacapo. You might consider
walking back to Via Maggio so you can see the Palazzo di Bianca Cappello. The facade is painted in
black and white. Via Maggio is sort of a busy secondary street. You walk along and suddenly, Wham!
there’s this incredible building.

Your next stop is Ponte Santa Trinita, where you can get another look at the Ponte Vecchio. Take a
picture. (Come back to this bridge at night and take Ponte Vecchio’s picture.) It’s just cool to cross the
river.
Your next location to notice is Via Tornabuoni, where all the big fashion designers have clothes. More
interesting to me is the crossroad, Via del Corso, which to the right takes you to Piazza della
Repubblica and to the left takes you to Via della Spada, to Trattoria Marione, where I hope you will
have dinner on Thursday night.
From Piazza della Repubblica you can return to the Duomo or go to the right and proceed to the Mercato
Nuovo, a small open piazza with the famous boar fountain.
You’ve walked a great deal, sort of around in a circle. You’ve walked close by the places where you will
eat. In return walks, I hope you will experience the pleasure of recognition and familiarity.

Dinner at Trattoria dei Fagioli. Corso dei Tintori, 47-r. Reservation required. Ask Hotel Casci to call
a couple weeks ahead. I recommend assorted crostini (like bruschetta), ribollita (vegetable soup, a
signature Florence dish), anything with beans, a pasta dish (whatever’s special), and an order of roast,
especially pork if they have it. Ask to split the pasta and ribolitta--they call it a bis (beese) in Italy. The
bis is a very common practice. Don’t be shy about asking. You can split a roast too. Good food,
reasonable prices. CASH ONLY at this restaurant. (Trattoria dei Fagioli means “bean restaurant.”)
Walk to the river, then to Trattoria dei Fagioli (15 minutes):

