
Rome, afternoon arrival walk (4-5 hours) 
 

Principal sights on this walk: Via del Fori Imperiali, Piazza Venezia, Trevi Fountain, Piazza di Pietra, the 
Pantheon, Piazza Navona, Via del Governo Vecchio.   
 
From your hotel, walk in the direction of the Colosseum.  Lancelot is in a nice residential area. You’re 
away from the blast of the city.  You’ll cross main drag and go down a stairway to get to the Piazza del 
Colosseo.  Here’s a close-up, with walking directions to a possible dinner destination this night, 
Ristorante da Luzzi: 

 

 
 

You will, of course, be gob-smacked and want to linger around the Colosseum.  I urge you to keep 
going.  You want to walk up the Via del Fori Imperiali.  On your left, ruins of Ancient Rome.  Further 
up, ruins of ancient Rome on your right.   

 

 



 
Your first major stop is Piazza Venezia, famous for the huge monument to Victor Emanuel.  Not 
everyone is enthusiastic about the monument. It’s referred to variously as the birthday cake and 
the typewriter. This is huge piazza.  Lots of traffic.  You get the big Rome feel.  The piazza is 
also famous for being the location of many appearances and speeches by Mussolini.   
 
From Piazza Venezia you will begin a walk up the Via del Corso.  This street goes gently up hill 
and will take you toward the main stops in today’s walk.  As this map shows, it ends in the 
Piazza del Popolo, about a mile north.  I’ve walked the length of the Via del Corso, and loved it.  
The last quarter mile or so is pedestrian traffic only.  Lots of shops.  You will be in the Piazza del 
Popolo for lunch on Monday. 
 

 
 

So start walking up the Via del Corso. Watch for signs for the Trevi Fountain, which will be to 
your right. I think it has been recently closed and re-opened.   
 
Completed in 1762, it’s famous in films, famous and iconic in the collective imagination.  From 
Wikepedia: “Taming of the waters is the theme of the gigantic scheme that tumbles forward, 
mixing water and rockwork, and filling the small square. Tritons guide Oceanus' shell chariot, 
taming hippocamps. In the centre a robustly-modelled triumphal arch is superimposed on the 
palazzo façade. The centre niche or exedra framing Oceanus has free-standing columns for 
maximal light and shade. In the niches flanking Oceanus, Abundance spills water from her urn 
and Salubrity holds a cup from which a snake drinks. Above, bas reliefs illustrate the Roman 
origin of the aqueducts.”  Toss a coin, right hand over left shoulder, you be rich in love, win the 
lottery, and sing on key.   
 
Next you will want to walk back toward the Via del Corso and cross in, walking in the direction 
of Piazza di Pietra.  This is one of my favorite places, notable for the Temple of Hadrian (145 
AD).  on the east end of the piazza, I recall a good place to stop for coffee or, if you’re ready, a 
glass of wine and a snack.   
 



From Piazza di Pietra you should walk to the church of Sant’Ignazio.  I’ve never been in the 
church, but I like sitting on its steps and admiring the building directly across from it, ochre-
colored, with two concave wings, which I think is a police building.  
 
After Sant’Ignazio, you will see the Pantheon and Piazza Navona. The Pantheon (126 AD), now 
a church, was a Roman Temple dedicated to Augustus and an object of Brunellschi’s attention as 
he made plans to build the great dome in the Duomo in Florence.  Definitely go inside the 
Pantheon. Piazza Navona is just a cool place, important for the Bernini Fountain, “the four 
rivers.”  
  

 
 
Below Piazza Navona, look for Via di Pasquino and Via del Governo Vecchio. I love this area. Down on 
Corso Vittorio Emanuele you can grab a cab and ride back to the hotel.  You might find a place to come 
back to for dinner. Or else walk five minutes from Lancelot to “Luzzi.” (See p. 1, above.)   
 

 


